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Soduri ema

Oma kovad kded mu pihku anna,
hoian sind, mu vaprat sdjmeest,
Pea mul omad jélle risti panna,
sinu ja su relvavende eest.

Nonda mehine on niiiid su pale -
kui sa ldksid olid alles poiss...
Tule, tule aga 1dhemale -
tdsinenud sa metsades ja sois.

Ara seisa ndnda kaua tummalt!

Mis su pilgu taga - koormab suud....
Kahelt suurelt - Elult, Surmalt - kummalt

oled, ainumane, méargitud?

*

Ei ma laseks veel sind kogunisti
seisa viivu veel mu kite all;
varsti panen ma nad jélle risti -
olen siis sul veelgi lahemal.

Tean su tegu kaalub sinu vaeva,
see on nendest, mida aeg ei s60;

Ja ma onnistan sind: Mine! Mine!
kuigi kurku kinni jadb mu haal,
mina olen hoopis korvaline -
ndeme tiksteist jélle - siin voi saal!

Lihed, lded all limmatava lume,
see sind nagu valge jogi viib.

Ja mu rinnas polegi nii tume:
lumi katab sind kui inglitiib...

*

Sinu kded mu kétest jalle kisti
alles niiskeina mu silmaveest.
Jélle panen omad vaikselt risti
sinu ja su relvavende eest.

Ei mu meeled kiitini enam muuni
olen kistud nagu une paalt -

alles puudutin su salku pruuni -
juba piihib tuisk su jdljed jalt...

Ootan vaikselt, kuni tuled jélle,
kasas voit ja vabadus ja leib.

Kookski sinu timber selle suure
lume surilina oma koe,

siiski jidme teine teise juure:
minu siidames on sinul soe.

Marie Under

Soldier’s Mother

Give your hard hands into my palms,
I’ll hold you, my brave worrier,

I will cross my hands in prayer,

For you and your brothers in arms.

Their bravery is now in your face-
When you left, you were only a boy...
Come, come closer still-

Hardened by forest and bog.

Don’t stand silent, so long...

What’s behind your glimpse; burdens
Of life and death, which one?

You alone, marked.

*

I won’t ask you to stay,

But just a moment longer under my hands,
Soon I will hold them in prayer-

And then again be close to you.

I know that your task weighs heavy
On things that are timeless,

And so with my blessing, go, go!

Even though my voice becomes choked,
I am only a bystander,

We’ll see each other again—here or there.

You will go under the suffocating snow,
Like a white river taking you away,
And in my heart it is not so dark:

The snow holds you like angel-wings.

*

Your hands again pulled from mine,
Just as my eyes are drying,

Again I’ll place mine quietly in prayer
For you and your brothers in arms.

And my senses reach no more...
Like I’ve been woken from a dream-
Having just touched your brown hair,

Already the blowing wind covers your tracks...

I wait quietly until you come again,
With victory, freedom and bread.

Even if a shroud of snow

Was weaved around you

Still we will stay together with each other:
In my heart it will be warm for you.

Translation: O. Daniel / J.V. Daniel
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