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Mehetapja

I- Emal oli hulka tiittereida...

Emal oli hulka tiittereida,
iileliia linikpéida.

Palju, palju, kuhu panna,
iileliia, kuhu liita!

Kus on palju tiittereida,
seal on palju tahtijaida:
kétte tuuaks' viinatoobid,
kannetakse dllekannud.
Seni on ilu meil toassa,
naiste laulu lauassagi,
kuni on tiitterid koduna,
tanutahtijad toassa.
Veervad nagu munad murul,
nagu dunad due pealla,
on nagu pillid meil peressa,
viiulid on valla pealla.
Mielta ei 10pe méngid,
tdnavalta tantsuringid,
poistehulka uulitsalta,
piigaparve pinu tagant.
Neiukesed, noorukesed,
tiitarlapsed, tillukesed,

ei te tea, kuhu te saate,
kelle sekka seisatate!

Kas tuleb elu itkuline

v0i saab pidu pilliline?...

II- Kui Meeli mehele viidi...

Kui Meeli mehele viidi
merda kaudu, metsakaudu,
randa kaudu, rohtu kaudu -—
kui said Hiie sillalegi,

Hiie silda raksateli,

Meeli pétsu hirnateli.

Meeli 161 kded koguje:

«Oh minu hiiva jumala!

Mis ma niiiid koju unustin:
dia sarki, 4mma sarki,

nao narmikud kéiksed.

Mis elu minul oleksi!»
Tahtis sdalt tagasi p6orda — -
peig es anna tal lubada.
Meeli liks mehe koduje.
Kus see Meeli istuma pandi?
Istus sinna istemile,

kussa istusid isandad,

kussa istusid emandad.

Mis sel Meelil siiiia anti?

All oli putru, peal oli piima,
keskella mesi magusa,

ddre peal olid dunad, marjad.
Mis sel Meelil juua anti?

All oli parmi, peal oli vahtu.
keskella dlut punane.

Siis viidi Meeli magama,
uuta peigu uinutama,

uue kaasa kainelusse,

sisse liigade linade.

peale pehmete padide,

kena kirju teki alla.

Poole 66da Meeli magas,
siis hakkas nuga paluma:
«Oh minu kulu noake,

kas sina s60d, mis mina sd6dan,
kas sina jood, mis mina joodan?

Kas sa s60d siidameverda,
maitsed maksasta lihada?»
Nuga vastu kostelekse:
«Oh minu kulla kandajani,
peale puusade pidaja!

Kiill mina s66n, kui sina s66dad,
kiill mina joon, kui sina joodad!»

Meeli tappis mehe noore,
hukkas oma uue kaasa.
Veri jooksis ldbi linade,
18bi peenikse palaka,

18bi koti kolmetoimse.

Husband Killer

I- A mother had many daughters...

A mother had many daughters,

Too many flaxen-haired maids,

So many, so many — where to put them,
Too many — who’s going to marry them?
Where there are many daughters,
There are many suitors:

They bring you spirits,

They bring you beer.

There is beauty around,

There is singing around

As long as the daughters are at home,
The brides-to-be are in the house.
They roll like eggs on the grass,

Like apples across the yard,

They are like music to the family,
They are like fiddles to the village.
Music won’t end on the hills,

Dancing won’t end in the streets,
Boys will be in the streets,

Girls behind the woodpile.

Maidens, young maidens,

Girls, little girls,

You don’t know where you’ll go,
Whom you’ll be living with!

Whether your life will be full of crying
Or will it be like a dancing party?

II- When Meeli was taken to be wed...

When Meeli was taken to be wed,
Over the sea, through the woods,
Along the shore, across the meadow —
When they reached Hiie bridge,

Hiie bridge cracked,

Meeli’s horse neighed.

Meeli clapped her hands:

“Oh dear God!

What have I left behind,
Father-in-law’s shirt, mother-in-law’s shirt,
Sister-in-law’s blouse.

What a life would I have!”

She wanted to turn back —

The bridegroom didn’t let her go.
Meeli arrived at her in-law’s home.
Where was Meeli seated?

She was seated in the chair

Where the masters were sitting,
Where the mistresses were sitting.
What was Meeli given to eat?
Porridge beneath, milk on top,
Sweet honey in-between,

Apples, berries on the side.

What was Meeli given to drink?
Barm beneath, froth on top,

Red beer in-between.

Then Meeli was taken to bed,

So she could see her new husband to sleep,
In the arms of her new spouse,
In-between shiny sheets,

On top of soft pillows,

Beneath a beautiful embroidered blanket.
Meeli slept half the night,

Then she began to beg her knife:
“Oh, my dear knife,

Will you eat what I’ll feed you,

Will you drink what I’ll give you?
Will you drink blood of the heart,
Will you eat flesh of the liver?”

The knife responded:

“Oh, my dear carrier,

On whose hips I hang!

[ will eat it, if you’ll feed me,

I will drink it, if you’ll beg me!”
Meeli killed her young husband,

Slew her new spouse.

Blood seeped through the bed sheets,
Through the thin linen,

Through the thick blanket.



II- Tuli homme, uusi pieva...

Tuli homme, uusi péeva,
tunahomme, teine péeva.
Meeli tuli kamberista,
kiisis vetta kéte pesta,
palus vett paleta pesta.
«Millest su kded verised,
kéiksed koik veriurmased?»
«Eile tapsin ergu linnu,
tuna tapsin targa talle,
mullu tapsin musta kuke —-
sellest mu kéed verised,
kéaiksed koik veriurmased.»
Aia parsilta pajatas,

dmma Ohkas ahju direlt,
kiidi katsus koldeaugust,
nadu popsis pérmandult:
«Oh sina noori neitsikene!
Olid sa hullu véi olid tarka -—
eile sind meile toodanekse,
perenaiseks pandanekse -—
tdna sa tapsid mehe noore,
hukkasid oma uue kaasa!»

IV- Meeli ldks joostes kaevu juurde...

Meeli laks joostes kaevu juurde:
«Kata minda, kaevukene,
kata minda, kargajada,

peta minda, pelgajada,
varja mind, verevalajat!»
Kaevu moistis, vastu kostis:
«FEi voi katta kargajada,

ei voi petta pelgajada,
varjata verevalajat!

Kiilas sauna kootanekse,
minust vetta viidanekse,
sinda siita leitanekse —-
mulle siitida antanekse!»
Meeli ldks joostes kase juurde:
«Kata minda, kasekene,
kata minda, kargajada,

peta minda, pelgajada,
varja mind, verevalajat!
Kask aga moistis, vastu kostis:
«E1 voi katta kargajada,

ei voi petta pelgajada,
varjata verevalajat!

Kiilas sauna kootanekse,
minust vihta viidanekse,
sinda siita leitanekse,

mulle stitida antanekse!»
Meeli laks joostes haava juurde:
«Aita minda, haavakene,
kata minda, kargajada,

peta minda, pelgajada,
varja mind, verevalajat!»
Haava mdistis, vastu kostis:
«FEi voi katta kargajada,

ei voi petta pelgajada,
varjata verevalajat!»

Meeli vastas tal vihaga:
«Oota, oota, haavakene,
saagu su lehed 16dima,

nagu su liha 1ddiseb,

saagu su juured jurama,

nagu mu siida vériseb!»
Meeli ldks suuresse soosse,
jéi aga seisma jarve juurde:
«Jai mul varjuks, jdrvekene,
kata minda, kargajada,

peta minda pelgajada,

uue peiu hukkajada,

kaasa kaela raiujada!»

Jarv teda késkis sinna jaada:
«Tule minu turja peale,

astu minu harja peale,

lange lainete vahele!»

mille jatsid dks...
minnuks andas no...

Mamakenne, kuku mamakenne,
mille jitsid 6ks, mu tuulele tougada,
mille jétsid 0ks, sa vihmale visad?

III-Came the next day, a new day...

Tomorrow came, a new day,

The next day, the second day.

Meeli came out of the chamber,

She asked for water to wash her hands,
She pleaded for water to clean her face.
“Why are your hands gory,

Your sleeves covered with blood?”
“Yesterday I killed a brisk bird,

The day before I killed a little lamb
Last year I killed a black cock —
That’s why my hands are gory,

My sleeves are covered with blood.”
Father-in-law moaned on the planks,
Mother-in-law sighed by the oven,
Brother-in-law groaned by the furnace,
Sister-in-law wept on the floor:

“Dear young maiden!

Were you mad or were you wise —

You were brought here only yesterday,
You were brought here to be a mistress —
Today you’ve killed your young husband,
You slew your new spouse!”

IV- Meeli ran to the well...

Meeli ran to the well:

“Cover me, dear well,

Cover me the runaway,

Hide me the frightened one,
Shelter me the murderer!”

The well understood and answered:
“I can’t give cover to the runaway,
I can’t hide the frightened one,

I can’t shelter the murderer!

When the sauna is heated in the village,
People draw water from me,
They’ll find you here —

And lay blame upon me!”

Meeli ran to the birch:

“Cover me, dear birch,

Cover me the runaway,

Hide me the frightened one,
Shelter me the murderer!”

The birch understood and answered:
“I can’t cover the runaway,

I can’t hide the frightened one,

I can’t shelter the murderer!

When the sauna is heated in the village,
People make switches of my twigs
They’ll find you here —

And lay blame upon me!”

Meeli ran to the aspen:

“Help me, dear aspen,

Cover me the runway,

Hide me the frightened one,
Shelter me the murderer!”

The aspen understood and answered:
“I can’t give cover to the runaway,
I can’t hide the frightened one,

I can’t shelter the murderer!”
Meeli replied in anger:

“Just wait, dear aspen,

Let your leaves shiver

As my body shivers,

Let your roots tremble

As my heart trembles!”

Meeli ran to a big bog,

She stopped at the edge of a lake:
“Shelter me, dear lake,

Cover me the runaway,

Hide me the frightened one,

For I have murdered my bridegroom,
I have slain my new husband!”

The lake asked her to stay:

“Climb on my back,

Step on my ridge,

Crawl into my waves!”

why did you leave me...
forsook me...

Mommy, dear mommy
why did you leave me to be blown by the winds,
why did you leave me to be beaten by the rain?
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