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Via Cruxis

Omar Daniel

Via Cruxis (The Way of the Cross), was written for NUMUS and soprano Laura Pudwell.
As a starting point for this meditation on the Passion of Jesus, I chose the text that Franz
Liszt used for his 'Via Cruxis'. His composition is scored for organ or piano, choir and
soloists, and uses the fourteen Stations of the Cross as the dramatic theme. My "Via
Cruxis' explores a distilled, hyper-expressive sound landscape within the structure of
fifteen miniatures (a Preludium plus fourteen Stations). I used the text structure that Liszt
created, and scored my work for a more compact instrumentation of keyboard
instruments and soprano. The keyboard instrumentation is variable within the context of
two 'families' of keyboards: attack-decay and sustain. At the beginning of each
movement, an indication of either sustain keyboard or attack-decay keyboard is given.
Within each of these categories, the choice of instrument is up to the performer. I used
Lizst's text almost verbatim, although my 'Via Cruxis' is much shorter than his; the drama
of each of the Stations of the Cross is pared down to essential gestures-- fleeting gazes

upon the Passion.

April, 2004

VIA CRUXIS THE WAY OF THE CROSS
Preludium Prelude

CHOIR CHOIR

O Crux, ave, spes unica, Hail, Cross, the only hope,

hoc passionis tempore in this Passion-tide,

piis adauge gratiam, increase grace to the faithful,
reisque dele crimina. And destroy the crimes of the guilty.
Amen Amen.

Station I Station I

Jesus is condemned to death. Jesus is condemned to death.
PILATUS: PILATE:

Innocens ego sum a sanguine justi hujus. I am innocent of the blood of this just man.
Station II Station IT

Jesus bearing his Cross. Jesus bearing his Cross.

JESUS: JESUS:

Ave, ave Crux! Hail, hail, Cross!
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Station X TIT1

. Jesus dies on the Cross
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S tation X1V 27
26 Jesus is laid in the tomb.
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